CHAPTER I
ON his return to London, Lord Redesdale took up his
residence in Harley Street and was at once engulfed
in the whirl of political life. His well-known preference
for the middle of the road often exasperated the advocates
of more advanced views, by whom he was condemned as
reactionary. His analytical mind generally saw two sides
to a question, and as a statesman he suffered from the
defects of his qualities as a lawyer, but he exercised a
powerful influence over his colleagues. He still took a
benevolent interest in Ireland's welfare and generally spoke
in the debates on Irish matters which frequently took place
in the House of Lords* He concentrated much attention
on legislative reform, and though he sometimes obstructed
measures which have since passed into law and proved
beneficial, he introduced others of great practical use. He
was a direct and forcible writer. His matter was well
considered and he stated his facts clearly, but with the
exception of "Pleadings" he made no permanent contribu-
tion to knowledge. His life and thoughts were centred
in the political arena.
The Whig Government fell in March 1807, and the
Duke of Portland succeeded Lord Grenville. The Duke
of Richmond followed the Duke of Bedford as Viceroy
of Ireland and Sir Arthur Wellesley was appointed Chief
Secretary. Lord Redesdale was asked whether he wished
to return to Ireland as Lord Chancellor, but he refused the
offer, and his intimate friend, Lord Manners, took the
place of George Ponsonby. With the advent of a Tory
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